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Some quilts, especially art quilts, look much better without a binding showing.  
Instead the binding can be folded entirely to the back as a facing.   

When I first tried this technique, I had a lot of problems with bulk at the corners, 
resulting in lumpy looking corners.  After some Internet searching I found a 
tutorial http://serendipitypatchwork.com.au/blog/2009/01/13/my-favourite-
quilt-facing-finish/ by Brenda Gael Smith on her blog 
http://serendipitypatchwork.com.au/blog/  

I’ve made a few modifications to the instructions, and this is my version.  Note 
that this method will reduce the finished width and length of the quilt each by 1 
inch. 

For my sample, I used the following fabrics: 
Front – pink rose print 
Back – tan solid 
Top and bottom facings – black/tan/red print 
Side facings – black & white stripe 

Step 1:  Top and Bottom Facings  

 Cut facing strips 2 ½ to 3 inches wide (or desired 
width). Fold in half lengthwise (wrong sides 
together) and press. 

 Pin facing strips to the front of the quilt matching 
raw edges. 

 Sew facing strips with a walking foot using a ¼ inch  
seam. 

Step 2:  Memory pressing 

 Press top and bottom facings outwards and then 
turn to the back of the quilt, “rolling” the seam 
slightly so that none of the facing is visible from the 
front.   

 Spray with water while pressing to encourage the 
fold to stay in place. 
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Step 3:  Side Facings 

 Bring the top and bottom facings back to the front of 
the quilt. 

 Measure and cut side facing strips to overlap 
approximately 1/2in with top and bottom facing 
strips.  (By not extending the side facing along the 
entire edge, this reduces the bulk in the corners.) 

 Pin side facing strips to the front of the quilt 
matching raw edges. 

 Stitch through all layers along the full width of the quilt top with a ¼ inch 
seam. 

Step 4:  Trim corners, turn and press  

 Trim corners to reduce bulk. 
 Memory press the side facings in the same manner as 

described above. 
  

 

Step 5:  Finishing 

 Turn the facings to the back of the quilt taking care not to stretch them. 
 Gently poke out the corners with a point turner or similar pointy (but not 

sharp) tool. 
 Carefully press corners and edges so that the facings are not visible from 

the front and sit flat on the back. 
 Slipstitch facings in place (or use ¼ inch wide fusible strips). 
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